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The reading in Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature and Composition includes representative works from various genres and periods, focusing on works of recognized literary merit.  AP reading revisits the themes of works taught in previous English courses and builds upon that reading.  In an AP course students will be exposed to the short story structure as well as poetry, drama, essays, and imaginative literature from the following literary and political eras:  Classical Greek, Anglo-Saxon, Medieval, Renaissance, Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century (Restoration), Romantic, Victorian, Modern, and Contemporary. ** See attached syllabus for specific works.  Students are expected to read deliberately in order to understand not only a work’s literary value but also the social and historical context from which it was derived. To fully comprehend the literature, each student is required to experience, interpret, and evaluate these works.


The AP philosophy demands that writing be an integral aspect of the interpreting and evaluating process.  Writing assignments, comprising of expository and argumentative essays, focus on critical analysis and sharpen the understanding and deepen the appreciation of the each AP student.  Each writing assignment will be given to help students develop stylistic maturity, which includes a wide-ranging vocabulary, variety with sentence structures, appropriate organization, sufficient detail, and effective tone for emphasis.  Each student will be expected to write timed in-class essays, compose reading responses, and research assigned projects for presentation in each unit. ***See above list or attached syllabus.  


The  Advanced Placement Test is the culmination of the class.  Many of the writing prompts and objective assignments completed during the course of the year will be taken from past test questions.  In May, juniors who have indicated an interest in enrolling in AP will receive a summer reading list to prepare them for the rigors of the upcoming year.

